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SUBJECT: RETURN OF MEXICAN CURRENCIES COLLECTED AT VERA 
CRUZ IN 1914 

REF: MEXICO 5785 

1. TREASURY AND DOD HAVE REPLIED TO OUR INQUIRIES 
PROMPTED BY REFTEL. FOLLOWING PARAS PROVIDE RESPONSES. 

2. AS TO THE MATTER OF OWNERSHIP. A MEMORANDUM, DATED 
NOVEMBER 21, 1914, TO THE QUOTE CITY TREASURER 
UNQUOTE FROM A MAJOR H.A. SMITH OF THE 28TH INFANTRY, 
CHIEF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, VERA CRUZ, 
IMPLIES THAT THE PROPERTY AT ISSUE BELONGS TO THE 
GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO. 

3. ON THE OCCASION OF THE 1939 INVENTORY OF THE CONTENTS 
OF THE CURRENCIES COLLECTED AT VERA CRUZ IN 1914, IT WAS 
DECIDED TO SEPARATE ALL THOSE CURRENCIES HAVING CURRENT 
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(1939) VALUE, I.E., U.S. CURRENCY AND MEXICAN GOLD AND 
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SILVER COIN, WHICH WERE PLACED IN A ' SEALED BOX 

AND REMAINED AT TREASURY UNTIL 1944, WHEN THEY 

WERE WITHDRAWN BY THE WAR DEPARTMENT. A SEARCH OF ARMY 

AND GSA FILES WAS UNSUCCESSFUL IN LOCATING ANY OF THE 
RECORDS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT FINANCE OFFICE FOR THAT 
PERIOD. AS A RESULT, NO DETERMINATION CAN BE MADE ON 
DISPOSITION OF MEXICAN COINS AND U.S. CURRENCY. THERE- 
FORE, OUR INTENT WOULD BE TO RETURN THE OTHER MEXICAN 
OBLIGATIONS: BONDS, STAMPS AND BANK NOTES. (FYI: A 
1963 ESTIMATE OF THE NUMISMATIC VALUE BASED ON A BOOK 
ENTITLED, QUOTE THE PAPER MONEY OF MEXICO, UNQUOTE BY 
CAYTAN-UTBERG (1963) PLACED THE TOTAL VALUE OF THE 
CURRENCIES AVAILABLE FOR RETURN TO GOM AT DOLS 
517,243.50 END FYI) DETAILED INVENTORY OF THESE 
CURRENCIES BEING POUCHED ATTENTION FINATT. END. 
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